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The Emperor’s New Clothes..!
For the last few months I’ve 

been curious about the many 
inaugurations by the Prime 
Minister of the Vande Bharat 
trains, and decided yesterday I’d 
travel in one of them from Goa 
to Mumbai.

The train came in late from 
Mumbai, and so the cleaners 
made us wait on the platform. 
Two of them cleaned the dusty 
windows outside, but only the 
window glasses of the Executive 
Class. When I fi nally sat on my 
seat, I found that the food tray 
was permanently on my lap. I 
told the TC that I would be happy 
if it could go back to it’s place 
and he agreed  and told me the 
maintenance people would fi x 
it in a few minutes. Well, in the 
eight hours I sat in the train, 
the food tray seemed quite 
comfortable on my lap.

T h e  t ra i n  swaye d  a n d 
shuddered from side to side, and 
I’m sure at the end of the journey 
many shipys from Goa going to 
join their ships in Mumbai, must 
have thanked their stars for the 

intense practice sessions they 
received even before they went 
out to sea.

And as I tried to doze off with 
a tray that loved the comfort of 
my legs and a seat that refused 
to go back, storyteller that I am, 
I thought of an emperor of long 
ago, who loved new clothes and 
decided to stitch himself another 
set of new ones.

It was said, he spent most of 
his kingdom’s money on clothes.

One day, he decided to stitch 
clothes that had never been 
stitched before and employed 
two weavers who said they could 
produce cloth from a formula 
they had read in ancient books. 
The clothes made from this 
wonderful cloth he was told 
would be invisible to everyone 
who was unfit for the job he 
held, or who did not believe in 
the beliefs of the emperor.

On the day of the procession, 
the Emperor walked through 
the streets of his capital. All the 
people standing by, and those 

at the windows, cried out, “Oh! 

How beautiful are our Emperor’s 

new clothes!

Suddenly a little boy cried out, 

“But the Emperor has nothing at 

all on!” The Emperor was upset, 

“I will behead anyone who says I 

have no clothes on!” he shouted 

and continued walking and the 

people were too afraid to tell him 

that the little boy was right.

I sat in the Vande Bharat train 

with the tray fi xed on my lap, 

some dhal which the food man 

had spilled on me when the train 

had lurched, and with a seat 

unable to go back. The dusty 

windows didn’t allow me to see 

where I had reached.

The TC smiled at me, “It’s an 

excellent train, what progress we 

have made!”

“I smiled and said fearfully and 

dutifully, “What beautiful clothes 

the emperor is wearing..!” 

bobsbanter@gmail.com

New Delhi, Feb 7:
The Super Cup, India’s 

premier knock-out football 
tournament and which 
also offers a spot in the 
AFC Champions League 
2, is set to adopt a 
new format in the 2024-
25 season, similar to 
England’s FA Cup.
The All India Football 

Federation (AIFF) in its 
calendar for the upcoming 
season has slotted the 
Super Cup in the October 
1, 2024 to May 15, 2025 
window.
The Super Cup, which 

replaced the country’s 
top knock-out tournament 
Federation Cup in 2018, 
normally has a duration 
of less than a month.
“The AIFF wants the 

Super Cup in FA Cup (of 
England) style from this 
season. That is why it has 
a window of more than 
seven months,” an AIFF 
source said.
The Super Cup will run 

almost concurrently with 
the top-tier Indian Super 

League (ISL) and the 
second tier I-League in 
the 2024-25 season.
The details of the 

tournament, including the 
exact format, will be 
announced later.
The Football Association 

Cup of England is an 
annual knockout domestic 
competition. First played 
during the 1871-72 season, 
it is the oldest national 
football competition in 
the world. The FA Cup 
is open to all clubs from 
10 tiers of the footballing 
pyramid in England, 
including the Premier 
League (PL) sides.
The competition starts 

with qualifying rounds 
fea tu r ing the lower 
division teams, with 
the higher ranked clubs 
slotting in at the advanced 
stages based on league 
hierarchy.
T h e  S u p e r  C u p , 

organised by the AIFF, 
is open to all ISL and 
I-League clubs, the top 
two division of the 

domestic league system.
The last Super Cup 

was held in Bhubaneswar, 
Odisha, in January, with 
16 clubs competing in the 
group stage.
All the ISL clubs 

directly entered in the 
group stage while the 
I-League sides played 
the qualifiers for the four 
remaining spots.
During the group stage, 

the clubs were divided 
into four groups of four 
teams, playing against 
each other in a single 
round-robin format. The 
team with the most points 
in a group qualifies to the 
semifinals.
The champion team 

gets a spot in the AFC 
Champions League 2, the 
second tier of the Asian 
club competition system, 
just like FA Cup winning 
side books a berth in the 
UEFA Europa League.
T h e  A I F F  a l s o 

announced that the 11th 
edition of the ISL will 
kick off on September 14 

and will run till April 30, 
2025, while the I-League 
will be played between 
October 19 and April 30.
The senior competition 

calendar for the 2024-25 
season will begin with the 
Duran Cup, Asia’s oldest 
tournament, scheduled 
from July 26 to August 
31.
The 78th National 

Football Championship for 
the Santosh Trophy will 
be held from November 5 
to 15 (Group Stage) and 
December 1 to 15 (Final 
Round). 
T h e  2 9 t h  S e n i o r 

Women’s National Football 
Championship will take 
place in September (Group 
Stage) and October (Final 
Round).
The Indian Women’s 

League will be held from 
October 25, 2023-April 
30, 2024.
All the senior leagues 

are set to finish by the 
end of April next year, it 
was decided in the AIFF 
executive committee.

AIFF adopts new format for 
Super Cup from 2024-25

SRM IST team won the State level Basketball tournament trophy organised by the Salem Sports Wing, 
Salem. Most Valuable Player of the Tournament:   Leela Kumar.

Benoni, Feb 7:
Fuelled by splendid 

fifties by Sachin Dhas 
and captain Uday 
Saharan, defending 
champions India battled 
past South Africa by 
two wickets to storm 
into the final, their fifth 
consecutive, of the ICC 
Under-19 World Cup in 
Benoni on Tuesday.

Dhas (96, 95 balls, 
11x4, 1x6) and Saharan 
(81, 124, 6x4), who were 
India’s guiding forces in 
the last match against 
Nepal with a hundred 
each, garnered 171 runs 
for the fifth wicket as 
India hunted down the 
target of 245 with just 
seven balls to spare.

India will face either 
Australia or Pakistan in 
the summit clash to be 
played at this venue on 
Sunday, searching for 
their sixth trophy in the 
marquee event.

But the beginning of 
India’s chase resembled a 
debris yard, losing four 
wickets for just 32 runs 
in the 12th over.

The South African 
new-ball bowler Kwena 
Maphaka jolted India 
in the first ball of 
their innings, dismissing 
Adarsh Singh with a 
nasty climbing delivery 
that the batter had 
no choice other than 
snicking to wicket-keeper 
Lhuan-dre Pretorious.

His partner Tristan 
Luus soon joined the 
fun with the wickets of 
Musheer Khan, Arshin 
Kulkarni and Priyanshu 
Moliya as all three India 
batters were indecisive 

outside the off-stump 
while hanging their bats 
to dry.

But the Indians found 
their saviours in Dhas 
and Saharan, who dished 
out innings of vastly 
contrasting nature and 
tempo.

Earlier, South Africa 
posted 244 for 7 riding 
on the 81 runs in the 
last 10 overs with the 
help of Tristan Luus 
who scored a cameo to 
provide the final push.  

South Africa were 
finding it difficult to up 
the ante in the middle 
overs with Richard 
Seletswane getting stuck 
as the Indian spinners 
put a tight lease on the 
batsman.  

Seletswane could 
gather only 25 off 75 
balls after Pretorius gave 
a good start, but he 
turned the heat on India 
to score 64.  

For India, the spinners 
stood out as Saumy 
Pandey and Musheer 
Khan combined to bowl 

20 overs for just 81 runs 
while picking up three 
wickets.  

Earlier, India skipper 
Uday Saharan won the 
toss and elected to bowl 
first. He wanted to utilize 
the early movement on 
offer. This was the first 
time India elected to 
bowl after winning the 
toss in the tournament.  

Raj Limbani struck 
early when he accounted 
for the dangerous Steve 
Stolk. The trigger-happy 
batsman hit two fours 
and a six during his 
brief stay but went after 
a wide one and nicked 
one behind the stumps.  

South Africa’s other 
opener, Lhuan-dre 
Pretorius opened arms 
after this loss and hit a 
flurry of boundaries.  

Despite losing David 
Teeger (0) to a brilliant 
inswinger from Limbani, 
the Proteas were situated 
at a healthy 55/2 at 
the end of the first 
Powerplay.  

India spinners were 

able to bring down the 
scoring rate thereafter. 
Merely 63 runs came 
between overs 11-30.  

The pressure finally 
got to Pretorius, who 
tried to hoick Musheer 
Khan over mid-wicket 
but was held at short 
mid-wicket.  

Abhishek Murugan 
took an exceptional 
catch, holding on to a 
ball that was racing past 
him with both hands.  

Seletswane and Oliver 
Whitehead tried to pick 
the scoring rate with 
a range of attacking 
strokes, but Saharan 
stuck to his spinners. 
This yielded Whitehead’s 
wicket at the end of the 
40th over.  

Seletswane was joined 
by skipper Juan James 
in the 43rd over. The 
South Africa innings 
picked pace under their 
guidance, and the team 
became the first side to 
cross 200 against India 
in the tournament.  

Sachin, Uday take India to 
U19 World Cup final
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Washington D.C., Feb 7:
There is a high risk of serious 

incidents outside Russian diplomatic 
missions in Canada as local police 
do not always act proactively in 
ensuring their security, Russian 
Ambassador to Canada Oleg 
Stepanov told Sputnik.
“Local law enforcement officers 

do not always act proactively, 
although in particularly alarming 
cases they are still present,” 
Stepanov said. “Therefore, the risk 

of serious incidents remains high. 
After all, [Canadian] authorities 
do not want to provide a 24-
hour police presence near Russian 
diplomatic missions.”
Stepanov said that “ideological” 

demonstrators have been picketing 
outside Russian diplomatic missions 
every day since the beginning 
of the special military operation 
in Ukraine.They often behave 
aggressively, interfering with the 
entry and exit of diplomatic 

vehicles, taking unauthorised 
photographs of licence plates 
and passengers in the vehicles, 
including family members and 
children, and making unambiguous 
threats against employees, the 
ambassador continued.The situation 
regarding the work of Russian 
diplomats in Ottawa, Toronto, and 
Montreal remains consistently tense, 
with the Trudeau cabinet being 
“at the forefront of Russophobia” 
promoted by the West, he added.

Russia accuses Canada of not 
providing security

Chennai, Feb 7:
 Chief Minister M.K. 

Stalin has termed his 
visit to Spain as “very 
useful” and highlighted 
tha t Memoranda o f 
Understanding (MoUs) 
have been signed for 
investments in T.N. to 
the tune of Rs. 3,440 
crore, and hasexpressed 
confidence that more such 
investments will flow into 
the State.
A d d r e s s i n g 

med i a p e r s o n s  a f t e r 
arriving back in Chennai 
on Wednesday (February 

7, 2024) morning, he said 
the German shipping and 
container transportation 
major Hapag-Lloyd AG 
has signed an MoU to 
invest Rs.2,500 crore; 
Spain-based Edibon that 
designs and manufactures 
technical teaching and 
research equipment has 
signed an MoU to invest 
Rs.540 crore and Spain-
based sanitaryware major 
Roca has signed an MoU 
to invest Rs.400 crore.
Pointing out that he 

held separate meetings 
wi th represen ta t ives 

of a number of other 
companies including 
Acciona, Abertis, Gestamp 
and Talgo, he said he 
was confident that more 
investments will flow into 
Tamil Nadu in the near 
future. During his visit 
that was more than a 
week long, Mr. Stalin said 
he had the opportunity 
to meet industry leaders 
and officials of Spain’s 
Finance and Commerce 
Ministries and explain to 
them about the conducive 
environment prevalent 
in Tami l Nadu fo r 

investments.
Referring to a recent 

article published by the 
New York Times, which 
was appreciative of Tamil 
Nadu’s efforts to make the 
State a leader in India in 
the manufacturing sector, 
Mr. Stalin said such 
appreciation encouraged 
the State government to 
take more measures.
On actor Vijay launching 

a political party, Mr. 
Stalin said he would feel 
happy whenever anyone 
entered politics to serve 
people.

CM highlights MoUs signed 
for investments in TN to tune 

of Rs. 3,440 cr from Spain

New Delhi, Feb 7:
A number of former 

A I ADMK  l e a d e r s , 
including K Vadivel, 
M V  R a t h n a m ,  R 
Chinnaswamy, and PS 
Kandasamy, joined the 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) on Wednesday 
in New Delhi, in the 
presence of Tamil Nadu 
BJP chief K Annamalai.
Union Minister Rajeev 

Chandrasekhar and other 
senior BJP leaders were 
present as these leaders 
officially joined the 

party.
Welcoming the leaders, 

wh i c h  i n c l u d e d 15 
former MLAs and a 
former MP, Annamalai 
said they bring a wealth 
of experience to the BJP 
and want to strengthen 
the hands of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
as he is coming back to 
power for a third straight 
term, news agency PTI 
reported.
They have been seeing 

happenings in Tamil 
Nadu, he said in an 

apparent swipe at the 
state’s ruling DMK and 
its main rival AIADMK.
“Tamil Nadu is going 

the Bharatiya Janata 
Party way,” claimed the 
state BJP chief, whose 
strong position on his 
party’s ideological stand 
in the Dravidian state 
and sharp criticism of 
the entrenched parties 
has won him his share of 
admirers and detractors.
Chandrasekhar said 

the joining at such a 
big scale shows Modi’s 

popularity in a state like 
Tamil Nadu, where the 
BJP has traditionally 
been not a big force.
Noting that Modi has 

projected that the BJP 
will win 370 seats in the 
upcoming Lok Sabha and 
the NDA will cross 400, 
he claimed that many 
of these new seats will 
come from Tamil Nadu.
“It is clear that every 

citizen of India wants 
the transformation of 
the last 10 years to 
continue,” he said. 

15 former TN MLAs join 
BJP in Delhi

Chennai, Feb 7:
T h e  r u l i n g  DMK 

president and Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister M K Stalin 
on Wednesday accused 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of speaking the 
language of the opposition 
and targeting the Congress 
party as though it was the 
ruling party at the Centre 
and this was a puzzle that 
could not be understood.
On his arrival here 

from Spain, completing 
his foreign tour to attract 
investments, Stalin said 
investment commitments 
to the tune of Rs 3,440 
crore have been made by 
several companies during 
his visit abroad and that 
showed the confidence 
of multinational firms in 
Tamil Nadu and the DMK 
regime.
The Chief Minister 

exuded confidence that 
more investors would 
come forward to choose 
Tamil Nadu as their 
investment destination.
Speaking to reporters, 

he said the ‘Lok Sabha 
election is round the 
corner and further visits to 
attract investments may be 
scheduled only following 
the polls.’
Asked about Prime 

Minister Modi’s address 
in Parliament, Stalin said 
he ‘saw, read, enjoyed 
and laughed’ at it. Modi, 

Modi speaks as if he is Oppn & 
Cong ruling party, claims Stalin

Chennai, Feb 7
The off ic ia l s sa id 

that the Kuruvai paddy 
procurement in the state 
was a disaster as the 
monsoon failure and lack 
of irrigation from Cauvery 
waters led to a fall in 
production and hence 
procurement.
Tamil Nadu Minister for 

Food and Civil Supplies R 
Sakkarpani has also said 
that unlike the Kuruvai 
paddy procurement, the 
state is on course on 
expected lines in the 
procurement of Samba 

paddy.
The officials said that the 

Tamil Nadu government 
is operating 1493 Direct 
Procurement Centres 
(DPCs) for Samba paddy 
procurement in the Delta 
districts of Thanjavur, 
Tiruvarur, Nagapattinam, 
May i l a du t hu r a i  and 
Cuddalore.
“We have a l ready 

procured 6.08 lakh tonnes 
of Samba paddy from 
approximately 95,000 
farmers through the 
DPCs operating in the 
Delta districts of the 

state,” Minister for Food 
and Civil Supplies R 
Sakkarpani told IANS.
He s a i d t h a t  t h e 

demands put forward 
by farmers on procuring 
1000 tonnes of paddy by 
each DPC have also been 
given a go ahead by the 
state government.
“The government is 

keen that the farmers do 
not suffer due to any 
unnecessary delays in 
procurement of paddy. The 
DPCs will be functioning 
on Sundays also,” the 
minister said.

‘Samba paddy procurement in
TN on expected lines’

ever since he assumed 
power, has been speaking 
continuously as if the 
‘BJP is in the opposition 
and the Congress is 
the ruling party.’ The 
Prime Minister behaved 
as though he was an 
opposition leader and 
attacked the Congress 
which was a ‘puzzle,’ that 
could not be understood, 
the DMK chief alleged.
To a quest ion on 

Modi’s comment that 
the National Democratic 
Alliance would cross the 
400-seat mark, he said he 
would not be surprised if 
the Prime Minister were 
to make a remark that the 

NDA would go on to win 
all the 543 seats in the 
Lok Sabha. “Is the total 
(number of LS segments) 
only 400? There are 543 
constituencies and there 
will be no surprise if he 
says he will (the BJP/
NDA) win them all.”
O n  F e b r u a r y  5 , 

Prime Minister Modi 
predicted that the BJP 
will “definitely” get 370 
seats and the ruling NDA 
will cross 400 seats in 
the Lok Sabha polls as 
he tore into the Congress, 
saying its “shop” is on 
the verge of closure.
In his reply to the 

d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e 

Motion of Thanks to the 
President’s address in the 
Lok Sabha, he said his 
government in its third 
term will take “very big” 
decisions and lay a strong 
foundation for the India 
of next 1,000 years while 
the opposition has made 
up its mind to remain 
in the opposition with 
reduced numbers.
On Tamil actor Vijay’s 

political foray, he said he 
would be happy whoever 
came forward to serve 
the people.On January 
27, Stalin left for Spain 
to attract investments to 
the state. He arrived here 
on Wednesday morning.

New Delhi, Feb 7:
 The Budget session 

of Parliament has been 
ex tended by a day 
till February 10, Lok 
Sabha Speaker Om Birla 
announced on Wednesday.
The session, which 

began on January 31, 
was otherwise slated to 
end on February 9.

Parliamentary Affairs 
Minister Pralhad Joshi had 
said on Tuesday that the 
government will table a 
‘white paper’ comparing 
the state of the Indian 
economy before and after 
2014, when the BJP came 
to power defeating the 
Congress. 

Budget session extended till 
Feb 10: Speaker

New Delhi, Feb 7:
K a r n a t a k a  C M 

Siddaramaiah and DCM 
DK Shivakumar led a 
protest in Delhi’s Jantar 
Man t a r  aga i n s t  t h e 
Central leadership over 
reduced tax devolution 
to the state.
K a r n a t a k a  C h i e f 

Minister Siddaramaiah, 
D e p u t y  C M  DK 
Shivakumar and other 
senior party leaders 
on Wednesday he ld 
a protest against the 
Central leadership in 
Delhi’s Jantar Mantar 
over funds, reduced tax 
devolution and unfair 
resource distribution to 
the state.
CM S i dd a r ama i a h 

arrived at Jantar Mantar 

along with his deputy 
Shivakumar and several 
other leaders including 
the state Home Minister 
G  P a r a m e s h w a r a , 
Minister of Large and 
Med i um I n d u s t r i e s 
a n d  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
Development MB Patil 
and Laxman Savadi on 
Wednesday to start off 
the protest.
Speaking in Jantar 

Mantar, the CM said, 
“Karnataka is number two 
as far as tax collection 
is concerned, Maharashtra 
is number one. As a 
matter of fact, this year 
Karnataka is contributing 
more than Rs.4.30 lakh 
crores as tax. If we 
collect Rs.100 as tax 
and give it to the Govt 

We are fi ghting for our rights: 
Karnataka leaders protest

of India, we are only 
getting Rs.12-13 back, 
that is our share.”
DK Shivakumar, who 

is also the Chief of 
the Karnataka Congress, 
echoed the sentiments, 
saying, “Karnataka is the 
second biggest state that 

is giving highest revenue 
to this country. We are 
asking for our rights, 
we are asking for our 
share. We have come 
here to show that we 
all are fighting here for 
the people of Karnataka.” 

Chennai, Feb 7:
De s i y a  Mu r p o kku 

D r a v i d a  K a z h a g am 
(DMDK) in its general 
counc i l mee t ing on 
Wednesday, resolved to 
contest the upcoming Lok 
Sabha polls in alliance 
with other parties and it 
had adopted a resolution, 
giving powers to decide 
on alliance partners, 
to its general secretary 
Premalatha Vijayakanth.
Further, the resolution 

number 10, adopted 
in the general council 
meeting held at the 
DMDK headquarters in 
Koyambedu, dismissed 
the speculations about 
the alliance talks and has 
clarified that the party 
has not spoken about 
the alliance with any 
other parties indirectly or 
directly till this moment.
Apart from this, nine 

other resolutions were 
adopted in the meeting 

including to promote the 
fame of the late Captain 
Vijayakanth through Gram 
Sabha meetings, street-
side campaigns and small-
scale meetings to reach 
out to the people and to 
conduct a huge public 
meeting in all four zones 
across the state. District 
secretaries, general council 
members were present at 
the meeting.

DMDK  gives power to Premalatha
 to decide on alliance

Mandapam, Feb 7:
F i v e  S r i  L a n k a n  

nationals, including a 
man, a woman, and three 
girls, were rescued from 
Adamambalam sandbank 
nea r Mandapam on 
Wednesday morning after 
being stranded for nearly 
24 hours.
Since no one came to 

rescue  them on February 
6, the Sri Lankan   mystery 
boat came again and 
picked up the five people 
around 11 p.m., dropped 
them on the first sand 
bar around noon, and left 
them. This morning, the 
Coast Guard Police, who 
rushed to the information, 
rescue  d the five
Sri Lankan  s and 

took them to Mandapam 

Five stranded Lankans rescued 
from sandbank near Mandapam

for questioning,” the 
police added.  Further 
investigation is underway. 
More information is 
awaited. 

Santiago, Feb 7:  
The death toll from the 

forest fires affecting the 
region of Valparaiso in 
central Chile has risen to 
131, the country’s Legal 
Medical Service (SML) 
reported on Tuesday.  

 The agency said 
in a statement that 35 
of the deceased have 
been identified, while 
medical and technical 
teams have performed 
82 autopsies. According 
to the statement, eight 
deceased individuals have 
been handed over to their 
families.  

 “The SML reiterates 
its condolences to the 
families of the victims 
of this tragedy and 
maintains its commitment 
to continue acting as 
quickly as possible to 
provide a rapid response 
to those affected,” the 
agency said.  

 The wildfires, which 

Srinagar, Feb 7:  
Kashmir valley 

continued to grip in 
freezing temperatures, 
with Pahalgam recording 
a low of -10.8°C and 
Gulmarg -10°C on 
Wednesday, officials said.  

The Meteorological 
Centre Srinagar said 
Kashmir Valley remained 
gripped under sub-
freezing temperatures in 
view of significant snow 
accumulation over hilly 
areas that dropped the 

Pahalgam records -10.8°C;
cold wave grips Kashmir

minimum temperature 
over many stations 
considerably.  

The MeT office said 
the weather will remain 
dry till February 17, 
with occasionally cloudy 
evenings during February 
14, while during February 
18 to 20 there is a 
possibility of light snow 
and rain over J&K.  

Although there was 
a slight improvement 
in night temperature 
at Pahalgam in south 
Kashmir, it was still 4.6°C 
below normal (-6.2°C), 
while the ski resort of 
Gulmarg also recorded 
3.3°C below normal 
(-6.7°C) on Wednesday.  

Srinagar recorded 
a minimum of -2.0°C 
against the -2.4°C 
recorded the previous 

night. It was 1.6°C below 
normal for the summer 
capital of Jammu and 
Kashmir during this 
period of the season.  

Srinagar recorded 
a maximum of 8.7°C, 
which was 2.0°C below 
the normal of 9.2°C on 
the previous day.  

Qazigund had a low 
of -3.2°C against the 
-2°C recorded a day 
ago, and Kokernag 
recorded a minimum of 
-4.3°C against the -2.4°C 
recorded the previous 
night.  

Kupwara had a low of 
-3.3°C against the -3.4°C 
recorded the previous 
night. It was 1.3°C below 
normal for the frontier 
Kashmir district of north 
Kashmir, the MeT office 
said.   

131 killed in Chile forest fi res, 9,700 hectares burnt
started last Friday at 
different points for 
reasons that are still 
under investigation, 
have burned over 
9,700 hectares in 
various locations in the 
Valparaiso region.  

 Between 3,100 and 
6,100 homes had some 
sort of damage amid a 
heat wave sweeping the 
South American country 
this austral summer.  

 In response to the 
emergency, a state 

of emergency for 
catastrophe has been 
declared to deploy extra 
resources and allow 
military intervention. A 
health alert has also been 
issued in the region, 
along with curfews.  
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India Commission
N e w  J e r s e y 

Go v e r n o r  P h i l 
Murphy Tuesday 
signed an executive 
order establishing 
a commission for 
India which will 
be charged with 
advancing bilateral 
trade, investment 
and cultural ties 
with the world’s 
largest democracy.
N e w  J e r s e y 

Go v e r n o r  P h i l 
Murphy Tuesday 
signed an executive 
order establishing 
a commission for 
India which will 
be charged with 
advancing bilateral 
trade, investment 
and cultural ties 
with the world’s 
largest democracy.
Soon after signing 

t h e  e x e c u t i v e 
o r d e r ,  Mu r p h y 
announced more 
than 40 members 
to the New Jersey-
India Commission, 
headed by Wesley 
Mathews, a former 
US diplomat.
“I am honoured 

to establish the 
N e w  J e r s e y -
India Commission 
t o  s t r e n g t h e n 
the cultural and 
e c o n om i c  t i e s 
b e t w e e n  N e w 
Jersey and India 
for generations to 
come ,” Murphy 
said.
“Following my 

visit to India in 
2019 , we have 
been commit ted 
to strengthening 

our relationship, 
b u i l d i n g  o n 
the over lapping 
economic strengths 
that New Jersey 
and India have long 
shared,” he said.
“ W e  t a k e 

immense pride in 
the contributions 
o f  o u r  v a s t 
Indian immigrant 
popula t ion and, 
t h r o u g h  t h i s 
commission, we 
can ensure that we 
seize a new century 
of opportunit ies 
to grow together 
and pioneer new 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,” 
Murphy said.
The commission 

aims to promote 
c u l t u r a l  a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l 
exchanges between 
New Jersey and 
India and sustainable 
long-term economic 
growth.
“Our partnership 

with New Jersey 
i s  u n i q u e  i n 
several ways,” said 
Consu l Genera l 
of India Binaya 
Srikanta Pradhan. 
“It is a potential 
story of dynamic 
convergence and 
confluence of India’s 
economic resilience, 
p r e s e n c e  o f  a 
highly successful 
Indian-American 
communi ty and 
America’s spirit of 
innovation, fostering 
a landscape ripe 
with opportunities 
across sectors,” he 
said.

Murphy’s initiative 

to establish the 

New Jersey-India 

Commission would 

add strength to 

already existing high 

level of economic 

e n g a g emen t  i n 

t e rm s  o f  o v e r 

USD10 billion trade 

with New Jersey 

or several two-

way investments, 

Pradhan said.

“This would also 

give a boost to 

the strong people-

to-people connect 

that exists between 

India and New 

Jersey including in 

areas of education 

and know l edge 

partnership. We also 

look forward to 

Governor Murphy’s 

visit to India in 

the near future to 

take forward our 

partnership to new 

heights,” he said.

I nd i a i s New 

Jersey’s second-

l a r g e s t  f o r e i gn 

d i r e c t  i n v e s t o r 

and the majority 

of its immigrant 

population hails 

from that country.

I n  S e p t emb e r 

of 2019, Murphy 

led an economic 

miss ion tr ip to 

India , fos ter ing 

economic relations 

and securing over 

1,200 new jobs 

by expanding the 

presence of three 

Indian companies 

within New Jersey.
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Goa, Feb 7:
Highlighting that the 

newly proposed rooftop 
so l a r i s a t i on scheme 
would make one crore 
families self-reliant in 
the energy sector, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on Tuesday said there 
is a great potential for 
investment in the entire 
solar value chain.
In his inaugural address 

at India Energy Week 
2024 in Goa, the Prime 
Minister noted that India’s 
solar energy installed 
capacity in the past 
decade has grown by 
more than 20 times.
“Today, India ranks 

fourth in the world in 
renewable energy installed 
capacity,” he said while 
stating that 40% of India’s 
installed capacity comes 
from non-fossil fuels.
In her interim Budget 

s p e e c h  l a s t  w e e k , 
Finance Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman announced 
a rooftop solarization 
scheme to cover one crore 
households and enable 
them to get up to 300 
units free electricity every 
month.
O u t l i n i n g  t h e 

government’s commitment 
to transforming rural 
e c o n om i e s  t h r o u g h 
the Waste to Wealth 
Management model, the 
Prime Minister highlighted 
the government’s efforts 
t owa rd s su s t a i n ab l e 
development.
“We a r e  wo r k i n g 

towards the installation 
of 5,000 compressed 
biogas plants in India,” 
he announced.
Touching upon India’s 

s t r ide in the green 
hydrogen sector, Modi 
highlighted the National 
Green Hydrogen Mission 
which will pave the 
way for India becoming 
a center of hydrogen 
production and export.
He expressed confidence 

that India’s green energy 
sector can make both 
investors and industries a 
sure shot winner.

New Delhi, Feb 7:
External Affairs Minister 

S. Jaishankar is scheduled 
to hold wide-ranging talks 
with his Bangladeshi 
c o u n t e r p a r t  H a s a n 
Mahmud on Wednesday 
that is expected to focus 
on reviewing overall 
bilateral cooperation and 
exploring ways to boost 
the ties further.
Mahmud is visiting 

India from February 6 
to 9 in his first bilateral 
f o r e i g n  t r i p  s i n c e 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina came to power 
for a fifth term after a 
landslide victory in the 
parliamentary elections 
last month.
In New Delhi, Mahmud 

is expected to meet 
Commerc e Min i s t e r 
Piyush Goyal as well.
“This will be his first 

bilateral visit abroad as 
foreign minister after 
swear ing in of the 
new gove rnmen t in 
Bangladesh,” the Ministry 

of External Affairs (MEA) 
said.
“The visit reflects the 

high importance and 
priority both countries 
attach to their bilateral 
relationship,” it said in a 
statement.
The Minis t ry sa id 

Jaishankar and Mahmud 
will review the progress 
in wide-ranging areas of 
bilateral relations and 
“chart out the agenda for 
future engagement”.
“ T h e y  w i l l  a l s o 

exchange views on sub-
regional, regional and 
multilateral issues of 
common interest,” it 
said.
It is learnt that Mahmud 

would request the Indian 
government to ensure a 
steady supply of food 
items to Bangladesh, 
especially during the 
month of Ramzan.
O n  F r i d a y,  t h e 

Bang l a d e s h f o r e i g n 
minister will travel to 
Kolkata.

New Bangla FM Mahmud in 
India for wide talks

Net zero emissions by 2070, assures PM

Modi highlights huge 
potential in solar segment

Noting that India Energy 
Week 2024 is taking 
place at a significant 
time period when India’s 
GDP rate crossed 7.5% 
in the first six months 
of the financial year, the 
Prime Minister said that 
the growth rate is higher 
than the global growth 
estimate making India the 
fastest growing economy 
in the world.
“Economic exper ts 

a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d 
believe that India will 
soon become the 3rd 
largest economy in the 

world,” Modi said and 
emphasized the expanding 
scope of the energy sector 
in India’s growth story.
The Prime Minister 

noted that India is the 
world’s third largest 
energy, oil and LPG 
consumer. Furthermore, 
he said India is the fourth 
largest LNG importer and 
refiner along with the 
fourth largest automobile 
market.
H e  n o t e d  r i s i n g 

production of domestic gas 
due to the government’s 
reforms and the country 

is making efforts to take 
the percentage of gas in 
the primary energy mix 
from 6 to 15%.
“This wil l see an 

investment of about 67 
billion dollars in the next 
5-6 years,” he informed.
He also underlined 

rising demand of electric 
vehicles (EVs) in the 
country. He also talked 
about the estimates of 
doubling of the nation’s 
energy demand by 2045.
Addre s s ing g loba l 

environmental concerns, 
Prime Minister Modi 

remarked, “Despite being 

home to 17% of the 

world’s population, India’s 

carbon emission share 

is only 4%.”He added, 

“We are committed to 

further improving our 

energy mix by focusing 

on the development of 

environmentally sensitive 

energy sources.”

The Prime Minister 

reiterated India’s goal 

to achieve Net Zero 

Emissions by 2070.

POV                                       VVS

Expect the unexpected in 
India’s politics

Pawar lost power
Seasoned veteran political leader Sharad Pawar 

fought tooth and nail with his nephew Ajit Pawar 
for the name and symbol of the party he founded. 
The Election Commission has awarded both to 
the faction of the Nationalist Congress Party led 
by Ajit Pawar. The decision gives the Ajit Pawar 
faction complete control of the party’s assets and 
bank accounts. Sharad Pawar is in a fix because of 
the sudden turn of events. Ajit Pawar joined hands 
with the BJP-Eknath Shinde alliance in July last 
year, which was a big setback for Sharad Pawar. 
Now Ajit will play a bigger role in Maharashtra 
politics with vitality and support the BJP..

V.V.S.Manian
The Indian politicians are so weird and principle 

less that it is imprudent to give credence to what 
they said yesterday and are uttering today. All 
the political parties throw away their consciences 
and venture into a spree of contradicting what 
they believe and changing their color faster than 
chameleons in their desperate attempt to retain 
or grab power.
In the last fortnight, we have seen development 

across India that is disgusting and projects 
politicians in poor stature.  The classical example 
of this observation is the sudden U-turn of Akilesh 
Yadav, Samajwadi Party. According to the latest 
media report, Akilesh said that he would join 
Rahul’s Bharat Jodo Naya Yatra and address a 
joint meeting with Congress in Amethi and Rae 
Bareli. Congress is happy with this development, 
as both Mamata and Nitish abandoned the INDIA 
alliance.
Congress was very worried about the UP general 

election, and this move by Akilesh gave it some 
oxygen relief. The jubilant Congress and Akilesh 
have received a sudden blow in UP that dampened 
their newly found hope. The news that Rashtriya 
Lok Dal (RKD) president Jayant Chaudhary has 
agreed to join the alliance with the BJP. The BJP 

has offered four Lok Sabha seats to RLD in UP.

According to sources, the BJP has offered 

Kairana, Baghpat, Mathura, and Amaroha Lok 

Sabha seats. On the other hand, the Samajwadi 

Party wanted RLD candidates to contest from 

Muzaffarnagar, Kairana, and Bijnor Lok Sabha 

seats. This is the reason for the breakup of the 

alliance between RLD and SP. If RJD joins hands 

with the BJP, it is a big blow to the INDIA 
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Sanaa, Feb 7:
Leader of Yemen’s 

Houthi group, Abdul Malik 
al-Houthi, on Tuesday 
vowed to escalate attacks 
in the Red Sea and Gulf 
of Aden if the conflict in 
Gaza continues.
“I warn them (the 

United States, Britain and 
Israel) that they must stop 
their aggression against 
Gaza and stop their siege, 
otherwise we will seek to 
escalate more and more 
attacks,” al-Houthi said 
in a televised speech 
aired by his group’s TV 
channel al-Masirah.
He made the speech to 

commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the killing 
of his elder brother, 
Hussein Badreddin al-
Houthi , the founder 
of the armed group 

who was killed during 
clashes with the Yemeni 
government army in 2004 
in the Houthi stronghold 
o f  n o r t h e r n  S a a d a 
province.
Earlier in the day, 

t h e  g r o u p  c l a imed 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r 
launching attacks on a 
U.S. navy ship and a 
British commercial vessel 
in the Red Sea. “We will 
launch more,” al-Houthi 
said, noting that his 
armed group has already 
disrupted the international 
shipping.
The U.S. navy said on 

social media platform 
X that they intercepted 
the Houthi attack, while 
the British commercial 
vessel reported to the 
UK Mari t ime Trade 
Operations agency that 

Houthis warn Israel of 
escalating Red Sea attacks

a missile passed past its 
deck and caused slight 
damage to the vessel’s 
bridge windows, while the 
vessel continued sailing.
The Houth i s have 

escalated its attacks in 
the Red Sea since mid-
November last year. 
In response, the U.S.-
British maritime coalition 
launched dozens of 

airstrikes targeting Houthi 

sites in several Yemeni 

provinces.

The Houthi top officials 

said the U.S.-British 

airstrikes had no impact 

on the group’s military 

capabilities and would not 

deter them from launching 

further attacks on the Red 

Sea shipping line.
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Chennai, Feb 7:
Southern Railway has 

taken up Chennai Egmore 
Station redevelopment in 
order to offer a world-
class ambience, futuristic 
infra and airport-like 
facilities for passengers. 
Tender was awarded for 
the redevelopment work 
in October, 2022 and the 
work is progressing at a 
steady pace.
Works executed 

Recently
100 % piling and 

80 % pile cap work 
completed at Multi-level 
Car Parking (Gandhi-
Irwin Road side). 85% 
of piling and 33% 
pile cap completed at 
Multi-level Car Parking 
(Poonamallee High Road 
side). 75 % of substructure 
works completed at 
Poonamallee High Road 
Parcel Office.
Other work in progress
Co-ordination with 

Chennai metro Rail 
Limited for Multi-
level Car Parkings on 
Poonamallee High road 
& Gandhi-Irwin road 
sides. Shifting of Existing 
RMS and Parcel office 
to new location. Design 
of Arrival terminal and 
parcel FOB. Traffic 
diversions for PH 
terminal & arrival and 
parcel FOB and MTC 
PH high road. 
Works executed so far
Bored cast in situ 

pile for Multi-level Car 
Parkings on Poonamallee 
High road & Gandhi-
Irwin road sides. Pile 
cap, Grade beam and 
plinth beam works at 
Multi-level Car Parkings 
on Poonamallee High 
road & Gandhi-Irwin 
road sides and parcel 
office. Demolition and 
shifting of existing 
utility for construction 
of Poonamallee High 
road & Gandhi-Irwin 

Chennai-Egmore Railway Station  to go  hi-tech, 
renovation commences

Connemara Library, Egmore Museum await  upgrade

road terminal buildings. 
A series of meetings 
are held with the 
stakeholders of the project 
CMRL, GCC,TNEB, 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Department ,Divisional 
Forest Office, MTC for 
utility shifting .
Chennai Egmore railway 

station redevelopment
The work of 

Redevelopment of 
Chennai Egmore Railway 
station was awarded as 
EPC contract to M/s 
DEC Infrastructure and 
Projects India Private 
Limited, Hyderabad at a 
cost of Rs.734.91 Crores. 
M/s Tata Consulting 
Engineers Limited, 
Mumbai have been 
tasked with the work 
of Project Management 
services (PMS) at a cost 
of Rs.14.56 Crore. 
Two terminals 

are proposed to be 
constructed, one at the 
Gandhi Irwin Road 
Side and one at the 
Poonamallee High Road 
side. The Terminal 
Buildings on both 
side areproposed as a 
G+3structure with world 
class amenities like 

waiting longue, ticketing 
area, commercial 
area and Roof plaza 
etc. Segregation of 
departing and arrival 
p a s s e n g e r s , P a r c e l 
FOB,adequate Lifts and 
escalators are planned 
in this building. The 
proposed Multi-Level Car 
Parking on both GI side 
and PH side are proposed 
as G+5 structure with 
Commercial area, Car 
& Bike parking and 
Budgetary Hotel. The 
proposed Parcel office 
on PH side is proposed 
as G+2 structure with 
Parcel office and RMS.
Major tourist attraction
Egmore has several 

attractions. The railway 
terminus building is 
more than 100 years old. 
It was declared open in 
June, 1908. Connemara 
Public Library, Egmore 
museum and art gallery, 
all located side by side 
on Pantheon Road, are 
places one should not 
miss. Connemara library, 
established in 1896, is 
one of the four national 
depository libraries in 
India and gets copies of 
all books, newspapers, 

and periodicals published 
in India. You must 
also visit Annalakshmi 
restaurant in the nearby 
Rukmani Lakshmipathy 
road (earlier known as 
Marshall road) known for 
vegetarian fine dining. 
It is much different 
from other restaurants 
because highly qualified 
professionals working 
as volunteers serve 
you food as a service 
to guests. On the same 
road, you will see Govt. 
Ophthalmic Hospital, 
originally established in 
1819 and is the oldest 

eye hospital in India and 
Asia.
You may also visit Co-

optex exhibition centre, 
located on the other 
end of Pantheon road 
where you will find 
here a large collection 
of handloom sarees and 
dress materials from 
all parts of India. If 
you go to the other 
side of Egmore railway 
station, you will see a 
magnificent St.Andrew’s 
church opened in 1821 
to serve the Scottish 
population in Chennai. 
It is called The Kirk to 

show it belongs to Church 
of Scotland which was 
different from Church of 
England. Adjacent to this 

church on the other side 
of road is Govt. College 
of Arts & Crafts which 
produced many famous 
painters, and sculptors. I 
would suggest that you 

also go for boating in 
Chetpet lake which is 
very close to Egmore. It 
is operated by Fisheries 
Department and has been 
recently renovated.
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Chennai, Feb 7:
ACT Fibrenet, one 

of India’s leading fibre 
b r o a d b a n d  s e r v i c e 
providers in India, has 
announced a Superstar Plan 
— comprising superstar 
speed, unlimited data, and 
endless entertainment at 
unbeatable value — for 
its users across Tamil 
Nadu. The users will get 
the benefit of unlimited 
internet access at 150 
Mbps for just Rs 1,049. 

They will also enjoy 
subscriptions to OTT 
platforms like Netflix, 
Sunnext, Zee5, Yupp TV, 
Disney Hotstar, and 300+ 
live channels. 
As part of the Superstar 

Plan Campaign, ACT 
Fibernet is launching 
targeted marketing and 
ATL marketing with bus 
branding. The broadband 
se rv i c e p rov ide r i s 
leveraging social media 
as well with creatives 

Chennai, Feb 7:
The second edition of 

much needed free Cancer 
Guidance Program” for 
the patients to successfully 
win their battle against 
cance r o rgansed by 
GEM Hospital, India’s 
premier Gastroenterology, 
laparoscopic and Robotic 
surgery hospital.
This initiative will help 

cancer patients get valuable 
advice and guidance from 
the experienced team 
of doctors from GEM 

Hospital at free of cost.  
Going by the theme 

for World Cancer Day 
2024 which falls on 4th 
February every year – 
‘Close the Care Gap: 
Everyone deserves access 
to cancer care’, GEM 
Hospital is taking every 
step possible to close the 
gap in cancer care and to 
create a cancer-free world. 
During the Cancer 

Guidance Program, our 
panel of experts will 
provide the necessary 

advice and guidance for 

cancer patients in each and 

every stage of the treatment 

process. Our panel of 

experts includes Cancer 

Surgeons, Radiologist, 

Medica l Onco log i s t , 

Radiation Oncologist and 

Pathologist. The only 

objective of this expert’s 

panel is to persist with 

a holistic approach in 

handling each and every 

cancer patient.

Free cancer guidance
programme till Feb 18

Chennai, Feb 7:
Eicher Trucks and 

Buses, a division of VE 
Commercial Vehicles, 
today announced its entry 
into the Small Commercial 
Vehicle (SCV) segment 
with the Global Unveil of 
its EV-First Eicher Truck 
at Bharat Mobility Global 
Expo 2024. Carrying 
forward Eicher’s proud 
tradition of delivering 
innovative, sustainable, 
and economically viable 
transportation solutions, 
this Pro Business Pro 
P l an e t  r a nge sp an s 
from 2T to 3.5T GVW. 
The product has been 
meticulously designed 
to revolutionize city and 
near-city distribution 
and transform last-mile 
logistics.
Commenting at the 

Global Unveil, Vinod 
Aggarwal, MD & CEO, of 
VE Commercial Vehicles 
Limited,said, “As India 
grows in the Amri t 
Kaal, the SCV segment 
will be driven by rapid 

Eicher forays into small
commercial vehicles segment

urbanization, booming 
e-commerce, increased 
personal consumption, 
and the rise of the hub-
and-spoke distribution. 
Our upcoming range 
will play a pivotal role 
in this transformation 
with its Pro Business, 
Pro Planet approach. 
Eicher has a track record 

of delivering energy-
efficient trucks and with 
this announcement, we 
reaffirm our commitment 
to providing cutting-
edge solutions crucial 
for India’s sustainable 
growth in the coming 
years.”  To ensure a 
best-in-class aftermarket 
experience, all Eicher 

vehicles feature 100% 

connectivi ty through 

the innovative Uptime 

Centre, leveraging AI for 

remote diagnostics and 

minimizing downtime. 

Integrated with ‘My 

Eicher’ fleet management, 

trucks deliver valuable 

performance insights. 

ACT Fibrenet launches Superstar 
Plan in Chennai

positioning the plan as the 
“entertainment pack”. The 
creative states that when 
it comes to entertainment, 
nothing tops superstar and 
it will be launched across 
different media platforms. 
The brand has also tapped 
social media influencers 
to reach the audiences. 
 Ravi Karthik, CMO, 

ACT Fibernet , said, 

“  This premier plan 

not only ensures top-

notch speeds and service 

but also includes a 

comprehensive selection 

of OTT platforms such as 

Netflix, Hotstar, Sunnxt, 

Sony, zee5, and 300+ 

TV channels, elevating 

the overall streaming 

experience. “

Chennai, Feb 7:
The much anticipated 

Global School of Aviation 
in collaboration with Gulf 
Aviation Academy, Bahrain 
begins in Chennai. This 
8000 sqft training facility 
in Chennai located bang 
on the airport road marks 
the commencement of a 
transformative journey in 
preparing aspiring aviation 
enthusiasts for successful 

careers in the fastest 
growing Aviation industry.  
Sa r i t a ,  (Manag i ng 

Director) spokesperson of 
Global School of Aviation 
says “This school will 
be nurturing the best 
of Human resources. 
Aviation industry poised 
to grow at a rapid pace 
from currently having 
700 aircrafts to upto 
2000 aircrafts and from 

130 airports to 200 plus 
airports in next one 
decade. This would open 
up huge job opportunities 
on ground as well as 
in the air for young 
aspiring talents. The 
biggest challenge faced is 
getting trained personnel 
for various domains 
within the aviation space. 
This thought encouraged 
us to create a modern 

Global School of Aviation 
launched in Chennai

school with cutting edge 
technology in the aviation 
space of our own, to 
filter and train the best 
students and offer them 
placement opportunities 
in house as well as to 
other ground handling 
agents, airport operators 
and airline companies.”   
Chief Executive Officer 

Shriram Iyengar that since 
this training center is 
located near the airport 
in Chennai, the youth 
can use it to develop 
their skills and create job 
opportunities.  
In the event, Veera 

Raghavalu-Chairman of 
Global flight Handling, 
and training School, 
S a r i t a  K u m a r i  - 
Managing Director of 
Global Flight Handling 
Services P.Ltd , Nambi - 
Chief Security Head ,Ex 
RDCOS BCAS,MoCA,& 
Mr Vikram - HR VP 
participated & graced the 
occasion.  

Chennai, Feb 7:
Lupin Digital Health, 

India’s first evidence-
b a s e d  c a r d i o l o g y 
Digi ta l Therapeut ics 
(DTx) platform and the 
American College of 
Cardiology (ACC), the 
global scientific leader in 
the practice of Cardiology, 
h a v e  a n n o u n c e d t h e 
in t r oduc t i on o f the 
world’s first-ever Digital 
Therapeutics Certificatefor 
Ca r d i o l o g i s t s .  Th i s 
unveiling took placeduring 
the Platinum Jubilee 
celebration event of the 
Cardiology Society of 
India (CSI) in Kolkata.
Dr. Edward Fry, the Past 

President of ACC, attended 
the event, emphasizing 
the global significance 

Lupin introduces Digital Therapeutics 
Certificate for cardiologists

Chennai, Feb 7:
HDFC Bank, India’s 

largest private sector 
bank, today announced 
expansion of itsSME 
Payment Solutions with the 
launch of Business range 
of credit cardscustomised 
fo rbus ine s s owne r s , 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  a n d 
freelancers. The credit 
cards will be available 
in 4 variants – BizFirst, 
BizGrow, BizPower, and 
BizBlack. The business 
credit card range offers a 
best-in-class interest-free 
credit cycle of 55 days, 
savings on core business 
spends like utility bills, 
GST, income tax, vendor 
payments, business travel, 

andbusiness productivity 
tools.
This offering makes 

up a part of the strong 
suite of SME payments 
solutions that the Bank 
offers. HDFC Bank’s 
SME Payment Solution 
is a designed to meet the 
diverse payment needs of 
self-employed individuals, 
SMEs and MSMEs. 
Tailored to address both 

payable and receivable 
needs of businesses,the 
Bank has introduced a 
unified digital platform 
which consolidates all 
payables such as vendor 
payments, utility bills, and 
statutory payments etc.  

HDFC Bank expands SME 
payment solutions

Chennai, Feb 7:
D E - C I X  I n d i a 

strategically engages 
with potential customers 
i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n 
region by proactively 
identifying opportunities 
and understanding the 
market dynamics. With 
a clear vision, we have 
successfully accelerated 
customer acquisition and 
streamlined business 
processes, culminating 
i n  t w o  a d d i t i o n a l 
Interconnection Platforms 
i n  Hy d e r a b a d  a n d 
Bangalore, in addition 
to the existing ones in 
Hyderabad and Chennai. 
In my October 2021 
discussion with one 
of Chennai’s Largest 
publications, I emphasized 
Southern India’s expanding 
potential, demonstrating 
its role as a significant 
hub for data center 

investments and the rapid 
acceleration of enterprise 
business operations.
To s t rengthen our 

presence in the southern 
region, we are strategically 
located in three prominent 
Data Centers: Bharti 
Airtel Santhome, ST 
Telemedia Chennai, and 
Sify Tidel Park. Notably, 
the upcoming launch of 
our catalyst and critical 
Interconnection Platform 
on January 11, 2024, 
at Digital Connexion 
Datacenters, marks a 
significant milestone in 
the availability of digital 
infrastructure in Southern 
India. Along with this, 
there are other National 
and International Data 
Centers with whom we 
are at a heightened stage 
of interaction, leading to 
further announcements in 
the near future. 

‘DE-CIX to strengthen 
presence in South India’

Chennai, Feb 7:
Butterfly Gandhimathi 

Appliances Ltd. , South-
India’s leading kitchen 
and smal l domes t ic 
a p p l i a n c e s  p l a y e r , 
reported its revenue at Rs. 
238 Cr (-4% YoY). De-
growth due to decline in 
B2B segment, especially 
corporate sales.
Material Margin at 

34.3% due to higher 
absorption costs and 
promotions for Diwali 
which led to a 430 bps 
YoY contraction in gross 
margins.  EBITDA at Rs. 
2 Cr. EBITDA Margin at 
1.0% on account of:
Higher investments 

in brand building & 
disproportionate A&P 
spends in Retai l & 

Butterfl y Gandhimathi Appliances 
posts Rs. 238 cr revenue

E-commerce; A&P spends 
at Rs. 22 Cr, growth of 
31% YoY. Investments in 
people capabilities and an 
increase in salaries and 
minimum wages by 16% 
w.e.f April’23.
Rangarajan Sriram, 

Manag i ng D i r e c t o r , 
Butterfly Gandhimathi 
Appliances Ltd. said, 
“We continued our focus 
on channel development 

resulting in Retail and 

Regional Chain Stores 

growing for the third 

consecutive quarter, with 

sustainable growth in 

e-commerce sellouts.  We 

continue to focus on 

strengthening our Retail, 

Regional Chain Stores & 

Modern Trade presence 

and gaining share in 

E-commerce.”

of this collaboration in 
advancing cardiovascular 
patient care.In a bid to 
encourage the integration 
of cutting-edge digital 
solutions in Cardiology, 
ACC will grant ‘Digital 
Pioneer’ cer t i f ica tes 
to cardiologists who 
adopt Remote Cardiac 
Rehab and Digital Heart 
Failure clinic solutions, 
acknowledging the i r 
commitment to innovation 
and pat ien t -centered 

healthcare.   
 Rajeev Sibal, President - 

IndiaRegion Formulations, 
L u p i n s t a t e d ,” L u p i n 
is proud to support 
cardiologists with our 
patient-centric solutions. 
As a pioneer in the DTx 
space, we aredelighted 
to play a pivotal role in 
bringing this important 
ACC ce r t i f i c a t e  t o 
cardiologistsand setting 
new standards in digital 
therapeutics.”  
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Chennai, Feb 7:
T h e  C e n t r e  f o r 

Sk i l l  Dev e l o pmen t , 
St. Peter’s Institute of 
Higher Education and 
Research has organized 
a workshop on “Case 
Study – Cyber Crime , 
Fraud & Cyber warfare”. 
D r . B . H e m a l a t h a , 
Professor, Department 
of Civil Engineering, 
C o n v e n e r  o f  t h e 
programme welcomed 
t h e  g a t h e r i n g . 
Dr.D.Kavitha, Associate 
Professor, Department of 

Computer Science and 
Applications,Convener 
o f  t h e  p r o g r amme 
introduced the resource 
person.
Dr.M.Pa l an i swamy, 

D e a n ( P l a n n i n g , 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
ac c r ed i t a t i o n )   and 
D r . E . G a n e s h , 
Director(R&D), honoured 
the resource person 
wi th a mementoand 
felicitated the gathering.
Dr.M.Palaniswamytalk 
about theimportance of 
awareness on cyber-

c r i m e s  a n d  c y b e r 
secur i ty.Dr.E.Ganesh, 
has apprec ia ted the 
members of Centre for 
Skill Development for 
conducting the workshop 
f o r  s t u d en t s a nd h e 
encouraged the team 
members to conduct 
more no of programmes 
to enhance their skills.
Dr.R.Rani Hemamalini, 
IQAC -D i r e c t o r  a n d 
Dr.R .La tha ,  IQAC 
Coordinator addressed 
the gathering.
The resource person 

M r .M .M a y a v a n n a n , 

EduTech Consul tant , 

CYBERFORT Digisec 

Solution Private Limited, 

has clearly explained 

about What is Cyber 

Crime?, Cyber Crime 

Type s ,  Re a l  Cybe r 

Inc iden t s , Aff i l i a t es 

i n Ran soma r e ,  e t c .  

The workshop ended 

with vote of thanks 

by Mrs.Y.Soundaram, 

As i s s t an t p ro f e s so r, 

Department of Computer 

Science and Engineering.

SPIHER hosts Case Study - Cyber Crime, 

Fraud & Cyber warfare workshop

Y.Soundaram(Coordinator), K.Matthew(Coordinator), Dr.D.Kavitha(Convener), Dr.B.Hemalatha(Convener), 
M.Mayavannan( Resource Person), Dr.M.Palaniswamy, Dean (Planning, Development and accreditation) 
Dr.E.Ganesh, Director(R&D), Dr.R.Rani Hemamalini, IQAC-Director and Dr.R.Latha, IQAC Coordinator.

Mr. Annadurai brings 
a wealth of experience 
i n  S a l e s  ( R e t a i l , 

Chennai, Feb 7:  
M. Annadurai takes 

over as the new Executive 
Director & State Head of 
IndianOil for Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry. This 
transition follows the 
relocation of Mr. V C 
Asokan to the Mumbai 
Head Office as Retail 
Sales Head.  
With an illustrious 

career spanning over three 
decades in IndianOil, 

Annadurai  new ED of IndianOil
Institutional Business & 
Lubes), Operations, and 
Aviation. A Mechanical 
Engineer from College 
of Engineering - Guindy, 
he holds an MBA in 
Finance from Madras 
University —a testament 
to his strong academic 
background.  
In h i s new ro l e , 

A n n a d u r a i  n o t 
o n l y  a s s um e s  t h e 
responsibilities of State 

Head for IndianOil but 
also takes on the crucial 
position of State Level 
Coordinator for the Oil 
Industry in Tamil Nadu 
and Puducherry.   
IndianOil looks forward 

to leveraging Annadurai’s 
experience to urther 
strengthen its presence 
and contribute to the 
growth of the energy 
sector in Tamil Nadu and 
Puducherry.  

Chennai, Feb 7:
A feather in the cap 

of blood donors both 
dad and son with a rare 
group of AB Negative. 
Yes, the duo Shaikh 
Sadaqathulla and his 
son Shaik Shamsudeen 
were honoured by the 
Lion's District Governor 
Lion. M. Sridhar 
(District 324M) during 

the Governor's annual 
visit to the Lions Club 
of Mylapore yesterday. 
Their selfless services 
in saving precious lives 
got recognition from the 
Lion's Governor.
Lion Ameer Jowher, 

president of the Lions 
Club of Mylapore and 
Lion Mohammed Naveen 
(Immediate Past District 

Governor ) were also 
present on the occasion. 
Shaik Shamsudeen was 
presented with the Lion's 
lapel pin by the District 
Governor M Sridhar. 
Noteworthy to mention 
that both dad had 
donated blood 53 times 
right from 1993 and his 
son 17 times. Moreover, 
Sadaqathulla is involved 

in various social 

activities besides being a 

peace activist taking part 

at communal harmony 

events in Chenai metro 

and is also a HAM 

radio operator. He is one 

among the 130 trustees 

of Kayalpattnam Medical 

Trust Hospital (KMT) in 

Thoothukudi district.

Dad-son blood donors honoured 
by Lion’s Governor

 Chennai, Feb 7:  
For over nine decades, 

Rayar’s Mess situated 
a t  A r u n d a l e  s t r e e t 
has served the people 
of Mylapore with its 
delectable and affordable 
South Indian cuisine. 
Since its inception in 
1935 by Sri Srinivasa 
Rao, this culinary gem 
wins the hea r t s o f 
people even today for 
its traditional recipes 
passed down over four 
generations. Sundaram 
Finance Ltd, presented 
the ‘Spirit of Mylapore’ 
award to Rayar’s Mess 
for upholding the glorious 
traditions of Mylapore.   
Since 2009, Sundaram 

Finance instituted an 
a n n u a l  ‘S p i r i t  o f 
Mylapore’ Award to 
recogn ize long- t ime 
residents or institutions 
of Mylapore who have 
contributed significantly 
to the culture and heritage 
of Mylapore. The award 
is given on the final day 
of the Sundaram Finance 
Mylapore Festival. This 
year due to adverse 
weather conditions on 
the final day, it was 
rescheduled to be held 
today.  
This year, Rayar’s 

Mess was chosen for 

Sundaram Finance presents Spirit of 
Mylapore award to Rayar’s Mess

the award   
T h e  a w a r d  w a s 

presented today to Mr. P 
Mohan and Mr. K. Manoj, 
the son of Mr. P Kumar, 
proprietors of Rayar’s 
Mess by Rajiv Lochan, 
Manag ing Di r e c t o r, 
Sundaram Finance Ltd 
at the Sundaram Finance 
Head office. The Citation 
was read by Moahan 
Ananda Venkatesan, Sr 
Vice President and Head 

Tamil Nadu  
Started in 1935 by 

Srinivasa Rao, from 
K a r a d i p a k k a m  i n 
Villupuram (Tamil Nadu), 
Rayar’s Mess shot into 
fame with its homestyle-
cooked food. Although 
the address changed a 
few times, till it came to 
settle in its own location, 
their food has remained 
of a consistently high 
standard vouch many 

of the old-timers. Since, 
the past many decades, 
Rayar’s Mess has been 
an all-time favourite of 
Mylapore residents due 
to its warm setting with 
humble staff serving hot 
and healthy food that 
invokes a sense of home.   
V Sriram, renowned 

historian delivered an 
insightful speech on the 
legacy of Mylapore at 
the function.

Rajiv Lochan, Managing Director, Sundaram Finance Ltd., presenting the award to Mr .P Mohan and 
Mr. K Manoj, proprietors of Rayar’s Mess, along with Mr. A N Raju, Deputy Managing Director, Sundaram 
Finance Ltd alongside V Sriram - historian.
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Saranya, a South African Bharatanatyam dancer’s arrangetram took place at Kapaleeshwarar Temple, 
Mylapore, recently. Saranya, a dance and theatre lecturer at the University of Cape Town in South Africa, 
received online and face-to-face tuition in Bharatanatyam from Kalaimamani Priya Murle, Artistic Director 
of Shri Silambam Academy of Fine Arts. Saranya has also presented a paper on the state of teaching and 
learning of Bharatanatyam in South Africa at Natya Darshan conference during Margazhi Fest in December 
2023. Saranya with her proud parents, Yogin , Rajes Devan and Bharatanatyam Guru, Kalaimamani Priya 
Murle are seen.

Chennai, Feb 7:
Continuing its legacy of 

pioneering advancements 
in healthcare, the Asian 
Or t hopaed i c I n s t i t u t e 
( A O I )  a t  S I M S 
Hospital announced the 
introduction of a new 
ceramic knee replacement 
system, marking yet 
another milestone in joint 
replacement surgery. 
Th i s  d ev e l o pmen t 

comes in collaboration 
with Peter Brehm & 
Plus Orthopaedics.It was 
launched officially at 
SIMS Hospital followed 
by a Master Class and 
a demonstration surgery 
with the Ceramic Knee. 
Renowned expert Dr 
(Prof) M. Wagner served 
as the session’s faculty 
member.
Distinct Advantages of 

Ceramic Knee Implants:
E n h a n c e d 

Biocompatibility:Unlike 
metal implants, which 
may sometimes trigger 
allergic reactions, ceramics 
exh i b i t  e x c ep t i o n a l 
b i o c o m p a t i b i l i t y , 
minimizing such risks.
Reduced Bac t e r i a l 

Adhesion: Early evidence 
s u g g e s t s  r e d u c e d 
bacterial adhesion on 
ceramic surfaces, offering 
a potential barrier in 

preventing infections.
H y p o a l l e r g e n i c 

Properties: Ceramic’s 
inherent hypoallergenic 
nature makes it a suitable 
option for patients with 
metal allergies.
A Proven Solution for 

Metal Hypersensitivity:For 
pa t i en t s wi th meta l 
hypersens i t iv i ty, the 
BPK-S all-ceramic knee 
implant presents a viable 
and safe alternative. The 
encouraging medium-term 
results from over a decade 
of use provide strong 
evidence for its success.
Dr. P Suryanarayan, 

D i r e c t o r  & Sen i o r 
Consultant, Orthopaedic 
Surgery, AOI, SIMS 
Hospi ta l , said  The 
option of Ceramic knee 

replacements represent a 
significant advancement 
in joint replacement 
s u r g e r y,  t h a t  a d d s 
another dimension to the 
frequently performed knee 
replacement procedures. 
With its excellent wear 
characteris t ics , i t is 
expected that the long 
term survival would be 
much better. We are 
happy to introduce this 
and offer this option to 
our population.
Dr. Vijay C Bose, 

Joint Director & Senior 
Consultant, Orthopaedic 
Surgeon, AOI, SIMS 
Hosp i t a l  s a i d “The 
advanced material offers 
a smoother articulation, 
mimicking natural knee 
movement, and its bio-

compatibility minimises 
the risk of al lergic 
reactions, a concern for 
some patients.”
Dr. Ravi Pachamuthu, 

Chairman, SRM Group 
said “The launch of the 
Ceramic Knee Replacement 
system at SIMS Hospitals 
d e m o n s t r a t e s  o u r 
dedication to provide 
patients the best possible 
orthopaedic care and 
treatment alternatives. We 
are prepared to completely 
change the landscape of 
joint replacement surgery 
by utilizing the most 
cutting-edge technologies, 
state-of-the-art facilities, 
and a team of highly 
skilled surgeons to achieve 
unprecedented levels of 
patient outcomes.”

SIMS AOI introduces new 
ceramic knee replacement

M Rafi Ahmed

Much has been said 
and written about the 
bad odour emanating 
from lorries loaded with 
garbage passing through 
Karumbukkadai, Kurichi, 
Podanur to Vellalore dump 
yard on the outskirts of 
Coimbatore city. The 
stench from the vegetable 
wastes spreads throughout 
the residential locality 
during evening hours 
and lasts till late night 
causing health hazards. 
Worst affected are the 
elders and children who 
feel very uneasy.
The issue has been 

raised on several occasions 
by the councillors and 
the resident welfare 
a s soc i a t i on s a t the 
appropriate forum. To 
one’s chagrin, the powers-
that-be hardly took any 
action to ensure to get rid 
of the unpleasant smell 
from garbage. Words 
cannot express the amount 
of agony faced by the 
residents located in the 
surroundings of Vellalore 
dump yard where lorry 
loads of garbage are 
brought and dumped here. 
To highlight the pathetic 

plight of residents, the 
AIADMK councillors-R 
Prabhakaran (Ward 47), 
D Ramesh (Ward 90) 
and Sharmila (Ward 38) 
attended the ordinary 
corporation meeting at 
Victor ia Town Hall 
carrying basketful of 
ga rbage and a rmed 
with placards demanded 
cancellation of the tender 
given to a private party 
for garbage collection. 

AIADMK members 
questioned the Corporation 
why tax should be 
collected when garbage 
isn’t collected at the 
doorsteps of the residents 
in the majority of the 
100 wards in Coimbatore 
Corporation and they 
staged a demonstration 
in front of the council 
hall.  Later, speaking 
to media persons, they 
said that the meeting is 
being convened after two 
months and pointed out 
that a tender for Rs 170 
crore has been given to a 
private party for garbage 
collection.
All was fine until the 

garbage collection was 
with the Corporation 
health department. Soon 
after it was entrusted 
with the private party, 
things turned for the 

worse with lack of 
understanding with the 
Sanitary Officers (SOs) 
and Sanitary Inspectors 
(SIs). There is no love 
lost between the private 
party and the sanitary 
department sleuths as the 
concerned private party 
started to dictate terms 
to the SOs and SIs.
S i n c e  t h e  e n t i r e 

manpower and vehicles 
have been absorbed by 
the private party, the 
SOs and SIs have been 
put in a spot to extract 
work from the private 
party. Sadly, the SOs and 
SIs become the scapegoat 
at the hands of the top 
honcho of the corporation, 
who pulls them each and 
every time by conducting 
a series of meetings 
even on Sundays. What’s 
the meaning in finding 

fault with the sanitary 
department officials when 
garbage collection has 
been entrusted with a 
private party. 
It is learnt that about 

200 garbage vehicles are 
under repair resulting 
in garbage collection 
hitting a roadblock. Now, 
the SOs and SIs are 
trying to set things right 
by getting the vehicles 
repaired by spending from 
their pockets. Seems like 
there isn’t a conducive 
work atmosphere in the 
Corporation as the sanitary 
department officials have 
loads of grievances. It 
needs two hands to make 
a sound. Better for the 
people at the helm to 
ensure things are set right 
before it goes from bad 
to worse.

AIADMK councillors attended the ordinary meeting of Coimbatore Corporation 
at Victoria Town Hall with a basket full of wastes and armed with placards 
seeking to cancel the tender given for garbage collection to a private party and 
to end the bad odour emanating from Vellalore garbage dump yard causing 
health hazard to residents.

Nauseating smell turns hell 
for Kovai residents

Chennai, Feb 7:
AIADMK led by Edappadi 

K Pa lan i swami has begun 
‘preliminary’ talks with its 
erstwhile allies, PMK and DMDK, 
for the Lok Sabha polls. Former 
AIADMK minister and Rajya 
Sabha MP C Ve Shanmugam called 
on PMK founder S Ramadoss at 
his Thailapuram residence in 
Tindivanam late Monday evening. 
The development comes even as 
PMK and DMDK are negotiating 
with BJP as well.
Incidentally, Ramadoss had 

avoided meeting AIADMK leaders 
despite their attempts to strike 

a deal for the Erode bypoll in 
February last year.
“The preliminary discussion with 

Ramadoss was cordial and the 
AIADMK leadership is positive 
about the outcome. The leaders 
are also holding talks with DMDK. 
EPS will strike a deal with the 
prospective allies within 10 days,” 
said a senior leader, seeking 
anonymity.
Insiders say both PMK and 

DMDK are keen on a Rajya Sabha 
seat each and point out it was 
a legitimate demand for firming 
up electoral ties. AIADMK has 
66 MLAs and can elect two RS 

MPs next year when six vacancies 
arise.
PMK, which re tu rned to 

AIADMK alliance after a decade 
for the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, 
has struck a poll deal for seven 
seats, largely in the northern 
region, and a RS seat for 
Anbumani Ramadoss, when his 
tenure ends next year.
Senior leaders say Parliamentary 

constituencies such as Dharmapuri 
and Salem could be easily won by 
the AIADMK-PMK alliance, given 
their clout among kongu vellalars 
and vanniyars in the belt.

AIADMK begins poll talks 

with PMK, DMDK

Chennai, Feb 7:   
Sundaram Finance Ltd. 

(SFL) has reported a 
24 per cent increase in 
its standalone net profit 
of Rs.300 crore for the 
quarter ended December 
31, 2023, when compared 
with a net profit of 
Rs.243 crore in the year-
ago quarter, aided by 
strong growth in income.  
The board of the 

company has declared 
an interim dividend of 
Rs.14 per share (140%) 
for 2023-24.  
T h e  C h e n n a i -

headquartered NBFC’s 
interest income grew by 
33 per cent to Rs.1,195 
crore in the December 
2023 quarter (Rs.897 
crore in the year-ago 
quarter), while total 
income grew by 34 per 
cent to Rs.1,352 crore 
when compared with 
Rs.1,011 crore.  
Finance costs were 

higher at Rs.694 crore 
compared with Rs.458 
crore in Q2FY23. Total 
expenses stood at Rs.962 
crore when compared 
with Rs.692 crore in 
Q2FY23.  
Disbursements in the 

December 2023 quarter 
rose 15 per cent to 

Sundaram Finance registers 24% 
rise in net profit

Harsha Viji, Executive 
Vice Chairman, 

Sundaram Finance Rajiv Lochan, MD, SF  

Rs.6,524 crore compared 
with Rs.5,653 crore a 
year ago.  
“Q3 activity in the 

automotive space was 
well below expectations 
of the festival period, 
with several asset classes 
declining year-on-year 
and others growing in 
single digits. Despite 
this, Team Sundaram has 
delivered a tremendous 
performance,” said Rajiv 
L o c h a n ,  M a n a g i n g 
Director of the Company.  
For the nine months 

ended December 31, 
2023, the company’s net 
profit grew 23 per cent 
to Rs..948 crore when 
compared with Rs.772 
crore in the same period 
the previous year.  
Interest income was 

higher at Rs.3,283 crore 
(Rs.2,551 crore), while 
disbursements rose 27 

per cent to Rs.19,954 
crore (Rs.15,707 crore in 
9M FY23), with all asset 
classes and geographies 
witnessing significant 
growth.  
Harsha Viji, Executive 

Vice Chairman of the 
Company, said it had 
d e l i v e r e d a s t r o ng 
nine months and Q3 
of FY24 despite lower-
than-expected economic 
activity during the quarter. 
“Assets under management 
grew by 26% to a new 
high of Rs.42,172 crore; 
net stage 3 assets closed 
at 1.02 per cent over the 
prior year period,” he 
added.  
The gross NPA dropped 

to 2.61 per cent in 
Q3FY24 from 3.97 per 
cent a year ago, while 
the net NPA decreased to 
1.82 per cent from 2.78 
per cent as of December 

31, 2022.  
“Our group companies 

in asset management, 
general insurance, and 
home f i nance have 
continued their trajectory 
from FY23 and recorded 
strong results, added Viji.  
M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 

company’s board on 
Monday approved a 
transfer of 79,73,529 
equity shares of Rs.5 
each, representing a 3.59 
per cent stake, held by 
SF in Sundaram Finance 
Holdings Ltd (SFHL), 
to the group company 
T r i c h u r  S u n d a r a m 
Santhanam & Family 
Pvt Ltd (TSSFPL), and 
other individuals and 
companies forming part 
of our promoter group.  
SF, the promoter of 

SFHL, holds 5,21,76,605 
equity shares of Rs.5 
each, representing a 23.49 
per cent stake in the share 
capital of SFHL.  
The transfer of shares is 

proposed to be executed 
through the block deal 
window mechanism of the 
stock exchange(s) or other 
permitted mechanism and 
is to be completed by 
March 31, 2024, it said.    

Chennai, Feb 7:
 About 67.63 tonnes 

of ammonia got leaked 
in 15 minutes during 
the gas leak accident 
a t  t h e Co romande l 
Fertilizer Plant in Ennore 
on December 26 and 
none of the 19 ammonia 
sensors installed at the 
plant detected the leak. 
The shocking details 
were revealed in a report 
filed by the Tamil Nadu 
Pollution Control Board 
(TNPCB) before the 
southern bench of the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) in Chennai on 
Tuesday.
Experts said if such 

huge quantity of ammonia 
got discharged directly 
into the atmosphere, it 
could have had fatal 
consequences. “The fact 
that the leaked ammonia 
got dissolved in the sea 
is a blessing in disguise. 
If it would have got 
released into the air 
directly, there would 
have been devastating 
consequences,” said a 
former official of the 
environment department.
The NGT had initiated 

suo motu hearing in the 
case based on a TNIE 
report dated December 
27. The bench had earlier 
directed the TNPCB and 
Coromandel International 
Limited (CIL) to file a 
detailed report on the 
incident.
The state government 

had already accepted 

68 tonnes of ammonia leaked 
from 15 minutes in Ennore 

plant accident: Experts
the recommendations of 
a technical committee 
constituted to ascertain 
the cause of the gas leak.
The TNPCB had told 

the bench that CIL 
had not carried out 
safety checks as per 
prescribed norms and 
cracks get exposed only 
when pressure increases 
in the pipeline during 
pre-cooling process. In 
response, the CIL has 

filed an affidavit before 
the NGT on Tuesday.
The bench said the 

failure to notice the 
pipeline damage lies 
wi th the CIL. The 
pipeline had burst as 
the pressure increased 
and it would be right to 
call it a pipeline burst 
and not a leak, the bench 
said. “This is not an 
adversarial litigation. CIL 
shouldn’t just counter the 

arguments of TNPCB. 
A detailed explanation 
should be provided by 
the unit,” the bench told 
the CIL’s counsel.
Meanwhile, residents 

of 33 protesting villages 
staged a road roko in 
Ennore on Tuesday. 
The Ennore Makkal 
Paa thukappu Kuzhu 
urged government to 
accept the people’s 
demand to shut the plant.   

Chennai, Feb 7:  
Children battling cancer 

often face the harsh 
reality of missing out 
on years of school. In 
this regard, for the first 
time in the country, the 
state government has 
extended affiliation to a 
school run specifically 
for children undergoing 
cancer treatment.  
CanKids KidsCan’s 

CanShala, a residential 
hospital facility in T 
Nagar, has been affiliated 
with the government model 
school in Nandanam, 
enabling kids to pursue 
their education while 
receiving treatment. The 
NGO signed an MoU to 
this effect with the school 
education department in 
September 2022.  
One of the school’s 

students, S Jeevanandham, 
rece ived his cancer 
diagnosis two years ago, 

when he was in Class 9. 
“I was relieved I did not 
have to sacrifice a year 
of my education. The 
support I received enabled 
me to pursue my studies 
alongside treatment,” he 
said.  
At present, the school 

a c c o mm o d a t e s  2 4 
children at the residential 
facility, apart from the 
day scholars . Those 
undergoing treatment 
will receive personalised 
timetables tailored to 
their medical schedule. 
Notably, the T Nagar 
school is the second 
CanShala branch, the 
first one being situated in 
Mumbai where it operates 
in collaboration with the 
municipal corporation.  
Speaking during the 

school’s inaugural event 
on Tuesday, School 
Education Minister Anbil 
Mahesh Poyyamozhi said 

the initiative will help the 
children reintegrate back 
into their schools post-
treatment.  
“We have been working 

with kids affected by 
cancer in Tamil Nadu 
since 2016. The CanShala 
school is an extension of 
the government model 
school and the students 
will receive all benefits 
afforded to government 
school students. The 
teachers, aided by the 
model school, will help 
them with their own 
timetable. Apart from 
subjects, students and 
parents will be educated 
on the late side effects 
of cancer treatment. The 
children will also be 
regularly followed-up 
on after discharge,” said 
Latha Mani, regional head 
of the NGO.  

NGO gets affi liation to run residential school 

for children battling cancer
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